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OCCUPATION OF NEW YORK CITY BY THE BRITISH, 

1776. 

EXTRACTS PROM THE DIARY OP THE MORAVIAN CONGREGATION. 

[This record, printed in the "Moravian"' duringthe year 1876, is of sufficien t 
interest to warrant its reproduction in a more permanent form, and we feel 
assured that it will be read with interest by those who have not had the good 
fortune to meet with it. The notes and annotations are in most cases those 
furnished by the present pastor of the New York congregation, the Rev. A. 
A. Reinke, who prepared them for the columns of the "Moravian;" those 
furnished by the editor are so designated. — Ed.] 

These extracts are from the diary of the New York Congregation, for 1776. 
The principal excerpts have reference to the passage of the Enemy's fleet 
up and down the Hudson River, the skirmishing on Long Island and Harlem 
Plains, and the great fire in September. The original diary is in the hand- 
writing of Bro. Shewkirk, the pastor of the congregation. 

As is well known, the City of New York — which in 1776 extended, on 
the North, but a little beyond the present Post-office — was alternately in 
possession of the British and Americans. The " Rebel" portion of Bro. 
Shewkirk's flock underwent peculiarly lively experiences. Their names 
are easily recognizable in the frequent flittings of certain members from the 
city. The " Royalists" — good and true men none the less for their failure to 
" discern both time and judgment" — included the pastor and other brethren, 
mostly of foreign birth and sympathies. The national proclivity of the 
writer of the diary is apparent in his occasional strictures, &c, on the Rebel 
army, and on certain members of his congregation. The extracts submitted 
contain the entire " War" record of the diary of the year ; they are given in 
the style current at the time. 

January, 1776. , 

Thursday 18<A. — Last night and to-day Troops came in from 
the Jerseys ; the troubles begin again. 

Monday 29th. — The troubles in the town increased. Ten- 
broeks' moved to Second Kiver on Wednesday. They would 
have gone on Tuesday, but the weather was too bad. 

1 Published at Bethlehem, Pa^ 

10 



134 Occupation of New York City by the British. 

Febqtjaky. 

Sunday 4th. — This afternoon Mr. Lee, 1 a General of the New- 
English 2 troops came to town ; as also the " Mercury," a man 
of war, with General Clinton. The men of war here took a 
merchant ship coming in, &c. ; all which made many com- 
motion in the town. 3 

Monday 5th. — Soldiers came to town both from Connecticut 
and the Jerseys, and the whole aspect of things grew fright- 
ful, and increased so from day to day. The inhabitants 
began now to move away in a surprising manner. The 
weather was very cold, and the rivers full of ice, which 
proved a great obstruction to the People's moving. How- 
ever, in the middle of the week it thawed fast, which seemed 
also to answer the prevention of designs against the men of 
war, the execution of which might have proved very fatal 
to the city. One could not pass the streets without feeling 
a great deal ; and at last we were obliged to encourage it 
that our sisters and young People might retreat. At the end 
of the week about 40 of our People were Moved. Hilah 
"Waldron, Sister Eeed, Sister Bouquet, and Sister Shewkirk, 
to Second Eiver; and likewise Sister Runcey, with Peter and 
his wife. Mamie and Esther Pell, and Venema. to Middle 
Town Point ; Sister Doeling, with her daughter, to Bruns- 
wig; Sister Erancis to Topan; 4 Jane Groves and her son, 

1 Gen. Chas. Lee. 2 England. 

' Accounts of these troubles and of the excitement of the times will be 
found in Irving's "Washington, vol. 2d, p. 167. The arrival of Sir Henry 
Clinton and Gen. Lee on the same day " threw the whole city," wrote an 
eye witness, " into such a convulsion as it never knew before. Many of 
the inhabitants hastened to move their effects into the country, expecting 
an immediate conflict. All that day and all night, were there carts going 
and boats loading, and women and children crying, and distressed voices 
heard in the roads in the dead of the night." Clinton professed to have 
come only on a short visit to his friend Gov. Tryon. " If it is really so," 
wrote Lee, " it is the most whimsical piece of civility I ever heard of." 

It is reported that Lee said " he would send word on board the men of 
war, that if they set a house on fire, in consequence of his coming, he 
would chain a hundred of their friends by the neck and make the house 
their funeral pile.— Ed. 4 Tappan. 
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with the Sherbrook's family ; John and Samuel Van Vlecks' 
families to Kipsy 1 bay, Sister Vroutje Van Vleck, with her 
daughters, to a place near Hella Gate on Long Island ; John 
Cargyll's wife and children, Sister Everitt, Sister Ross and 
her sister, to places on Long Island. 

Wednesday 1th. — The discourse in the congregational 
meeting was on the watch-word of to-day. All the watch- 
words of next week, which is expected to be a week of 
troubles in the city, were read; as they are particularly 
suitable to our present circumstances. A deep emotion pre- 
vailed, and we parted not without tears, not knowing how 
long we may be separated ; but His Peace comforted us. 

Sunday Uth. — This was a gloomy day. The carts went 
all the day with the goods of the people that are moving ; 
moreover, in the forenoon the Soldiers began to take away 
all the guns from the Battery and the Fort, and continued 
till late. This caused an hourly expectation, especially in 
the afternoon, that the men of war would fire; however 
they did not. 2 It did not at all look like a Sunday. In 
some churches they had no service ; in others hardly any 
People. In the forenoon we had a discourse from behind the 
table, from the yesterday's watch-word ; " I the Lord do keep 
it ; I will water it every moment, lest any hurt it," &c. In 
the afternoon was preaching on Lamentations III. 89-41 : 
" "Wherefore doth a living man complain, &c. Let us search 
and try our ways," &c. Both times we had more hearers 
than we expected. 

Monday 12th. — His Majesty's ship, the " Mercury," with 
Genl. Clinton, and the " Transport" with the soldiers left the 
harbour yesterday, to proceed on their voyage southward. 
The moving out of the town continues. 

Saturday 11th. — The whole week those of our people who 
are yet in town were visited. This morning the " Phoenix" 
went out of the harbor, down to the watering place and the 
hook. In the afternoon the "Asia," the ship with the 
Governor 3 and the two Prices, moved also out of the east 
river, and when she was opposite the White Hall she was 

1 Kip's. * See Irving, vol. ii. pp. 170-171. 3 Governor Tryon. — Ed. 
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fast upon a rock. All was in agitation in town; and it 
seemed there was a thought of attacking her, &c. ; but they 
dropt it ; and with the high water the " Asia" got afloat and 
lies now in the hay below the Island. 1 

Wednesday 21st. — In the afternoon Sister Esther Pell came 
to town from Middle Town Point. The boat she came in, 
laden with wood, was stopped by the men of war, and was 
sent back ; but the passengers were allowed to come to town. 

Sunday 25th. — In the forenoon only a discourse was kept on 
the watch- word of to-morrow. In the afternoon a sermon was 
preached on the day's gospel. Several of the New England 
people were present. In the town the work at the entrench- 
ments continued, and some branches of trade were likewise 
working. At night Sister Shewkirk came back from Second 
River. 

Tuesday 21th. — Sister Vroutje Van Vleck came back from 
Long Island. 

Mabch. 

Wednesday IQth. — A packet from England arrived ouce 
again, and brought an uncommon number of letters ; but they 
came not on shore. The postmaster would not take them, 
for fear that they might be seized without the postage being 
paid. The people were not suffered to go on board to fetch 
them ; unless they took an oath to tell nothing that is done 
in the city. A packet for Bethlehem, directed to Bro. Shew- 
kirk, had been sent from England along with the government 
despatches post-free, and was brought by Mr. Ross in the 
King's Service, who had been on board privately. 

Saturday 23d. — Bro. Henry Yan Yleck finding no danger 
of being stopt here, came also to town, with Bro. Shewkirk 
(who had gone to Second River to visit his scattered flock). 
He did what business he could in a couple of days, and wherein 
he was successful. 

Tuesday 2Qth. — In the afternoon Bro. Henry Van Vleck set 
out again on his return, tho' he has yet business to do in 
different places. 

1 Governor's. 
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April. 

Sunday 1th. — Easter. To-day and last night the commotions 
in the city begin to be greater; attacks have, been made on 
the little islands, and at the watering place. 

Monday 8th. — Sister Kilburn who had got the officers, &c, 
out of her house, got it cleaned and in order again. Tho' 
these lodgers had been better than common soldiers, yet she 
found her house and premises much injured. 1 Sister Hilah 
"Waldron on the following days got likewise the soldiers out 
of one of her houses, but she has suffered a great deal more. 
Indeed it is beyond description, how these uncivilized, rude, 
and wild People, abuse the finest houses in the city. 

Wednesday 10th. — Sister Kilburn, and Ten Broeks, and 
also Sister Runcey returned to Second River, and Bro. Doe- 
ling to Brunswig. 

Sunday 14th. — In the evening our Conrads had a sad affair 
in their house. They, with their Sister, daughter, and Bro. 
Durand, who was in town on a visit from Staten Island, 
were together ; when some soldiers came in, asking to buy 
things they don't sell. They went away again, but one 
of them went up stairs unknown to them ; and when their 
daughter who was apprehensive of such a thing went out 
to bolt the back door, he came down blew out her candle, 
and the old people coming to it, he gave a hard blow into 
the face of the mother, tore her pocket off in a forcible 
manner, and took a new cap from her father's head, and 
went away ; and when the father went after him out of the 
front door, there was another fellow. They beat Bro. Con- 
rad, and then made off. 

Thursday 23rd.— John and Saml. Yan Vlecks' families 
went to Stone Arabia above Albany. 8 

Tuesday 30th.— Sisters Kilburn and Hilah Waldron, and 
Sister Boelens have got the soldiers out of their houses. 

1 "Oh, the houses of New York, if you could but see the insides of them! 

Occupied by the dirtiest people on the continent If the owners 

ever get possession again, I am sure they must be years in cleaning them, 
unless they get new floors and new plaster the walls." — Almon's Remem- 
brancer, vol. iii. p. 86. 

2 On the east side of the Hudson, opposite the mouth of the Mohawk. 
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Mat. 

Wednesday 1st. — Sister McMenomy returned to Fishkill, 
with tears, — to stay there awhile longer ; not finding how 
to get bread here for the present. 

Friday Vlih. — This day had been appointed a day of fast- 
ing and prayer throughout the country; therefore we had 
preaching in the fore and afternoon. The Text, a. m., was 
from Joel ii. 12, 13, 14. " Therefore also now, saith the Lord, 
turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting 
and with weeping, and with mourning ; and rend your hearts 
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God ; 
for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great 
kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil. Who knowetb if 
He will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind 
Him V The text, p. m., was from Hosea xiv. 1-3 : " Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity," &c. Our Saviour gave grace, in this critical junc- 
ture of afFairs, to keep in the speaking to the subject of 
the text, and to avoid in the application what might be 
exceptionable. We had a pretty numerous auditory in the 
afternoon; also some of the officers. All behaved with 
attention. To-day the news came that the Provincials have 
raised the Siege of Quebec, with the loss of their artillery, 
baggage, and some hundreds of sick. 

Thursday 23rd. — Abr. Van Vleck, and Eliza Van Deursen 
came from Second River ; Sister Ross from her place ; and old 
Christiana from Brunswig; from the latter place Sister 
Bowie too came back. This week we were also visited by 
Sister Cornwall, who came to town for a couple of days. 

June. 
Thursday 13th. — Here in town very unhappy and shocking 
scenes were exhibited. On Munday night some men called 
Tories were carried and hauled about through the streets, 
with candles forced to be held by them, or pushed in their 
faces, and their heads burned; but on Wednesday, in the 
open day, the scene was by far worse ; several, and among 
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them gentleman, were carried on rails ; some stripped naked 
and dreadfully abused. Some of the generals, and especially 
Pudnam and their forces, had enough to do to quell the riot, 
and make the mob disperse. 1 

Friday 14th. — A printed letter from the Continental 
Congress was distributed, which gave intelligence that for 
certain, within ten days, the fleet from Halifax would be 
here, 2 and it was strongly recommended to make all possible 
defence. In consequence of this, many more troops came to 
town, and all was in alarm. 

Sunday July 14th. — It was a wettish day, and it looked as 
if all was dead in the town. The English [Church of Eng- 
land] churches were shut up, and there was services in none, 
or few of the others ; we had not many hearer either. 

Tuesday IQth. — Bro. Wilson who came to town last Friday, 
— for he could be in peace no more at Second River, as the 
country people will have the Yorkers to be in town, — asked 
for a pass to go over on business ; but they would give him 
none. This week they have begun to let no man go out of 
the city. Last Sunday, a flag of truce brought a letter to 
Washington ; but having not the title which they give him 
here, it was not received. Yesterday a message was sent 
down from here ; to-day an answer came, but was again re- 
turned on account of the direction. 3 

Thursday lBth, was the day appointed when Independence 
was to be declared in the City Hall 4 here ; which was done 
about noon ; and the Coat of Arms of the King was burnt. 
An unpleasant and heavy feeling prevailed. 5 

1 The city of New York, under Putnam's rule was, according to a letter 
quoted in Irving, vol. ii. p. 205, the reverse of the picture here given, every^ 
thing being quiet and orderly. — Ed. 

2 It did not arrive until the 29th. Gen. Howe arrived on the 25th. — Ed. 

3 The letter was addressed to George Washington, Esquire; an account of 
its return and of the interview with Col. Patterson, the British Adjutant- 
general, will be found in the Life of Pres. Reed, vol. i. p. 204. — Ed. 

4 Then at the head of Broad Street. 

6 There is no mention in the diary of the reading of the Declaration of 
Independence to the troops by order of Washington, eight days previously 
at the spot where the new post-office now stands ; nor of the pulling down 
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Saturday 20th. — About noon, a General Adjutant from 
Lord Howe came, and had a short conversation with General 
"Washington, in Kennedy's house. 1 "When he went away he 
said, it is reported, to Washington and the others with him : 
"Sir and gentlemen, let it be remembered that the King 
has made the first overture for peace ; if it be rejected, you 
must stand by the consequences;" and thus — which seems 
to have been the main errand — he departed. Much polite- 
ness passed on both sides. 

Monday 22nd. — Our Bro. "Wilson looking at the ferry, 
whither his negro was come with some goods from Second 
Eiver, was put under arrest by one Johnson, and treated 
very basely by him, on account of a charge laid against him 
by one Gordon, at the Falls, 2 about 12 miles from Second 
Eiver ; that he and his son had spoken against the American 
cause ; were dangerous persons ; and had done much mischief 
to their neighborhood, &c. Bro. Wilson appeared before the 
Committee ; 3 the chairman knew nothing of the charge. 
"Wilmot, one of the Committee, did, but they could prove 
nothing ; and Wilson could easily clear himself. The result 
was, — if he resided at Second Eiver, they thought he should 
stay there. Many persons were ordered to-day to quit the 
town, because they were suspected. 

Tuesday 2Zd. — Bro. Wilson got a pass, and went to Second 
Eiver to-day. 

Monday 29th. — Bro. Wilson came from Second Eiver ; he 
had got a certificate of the Committee there, which cleared 
him sufficiently of the late charge ; and the Committee here 
gave him a pass to go to Pennsylvania. He brought letters 
from Bethlehem, where he intends to go this week; and 
returned to Second Eiver this afternoon. He also brought 
word that our people have got their goods that were taken 
with the boat. 

in the evening of that day, of the equestrian statue of King George the 
Third, on the Bowling Green. — See Lossing's Field Book of the Revolu- 
tion, vol. ii. page 595. 

1 The present Washington Hotel, at the foot of Broadway. 

* Passaic, now Patterson, N. J. 3 Sons of Liberty ? 
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Tuesday 30th. — John Cargyll came to town, as also Sister 
Campbell; the latter to stay with her son John, whose 
family is left at Eishkill. 

Wednesday 31st. — In the meeting of the communicants, 
we called to mind the watchword on the first day of this 
month ; — there was a discourse on to-day's text ; — and then 
in a prayer we thanked our dear Lord for having helped us 
thro' this month; told Him the desires of our hearts for 
ourselves, and our fellow members scattered here and there, 
and commended ourselves to His faithful love and care. 
We felt well. 

August. 

Wednesday 2nd. — In the afternoon Bro. Shewkirk coming 
from a walk beyond the Hope Walk, between the Bowery 
and the East River, not far from the camp which is there, 
he was accosted by an officer, and desired to see a sick man, 
who was distressed in his mind, and who, as he thought, was 
frantic. Bro. Shewkirk walked in with him. The sick, 
who was an Ensign of the Connecticut troops, told him of 
his sickness ; that he had got a relapse : and as he did not 
know whether he should get over it, he was frighten'd 
because of his sins : having been a wild young man ; and that 
he had had sometimes thoughts of making away with him- 
self ; &c. Bro. Shewkirk spoke to him of our Saviour, that 
he need not be unduly alarmed, but should rather acknow- 
ledge the goodness of the Lord, who by His Spirit shew'd 
him his state, with an intention to save him, &c. ; and then, 
upon the request of the sick, he prayed by him with much 
freedom. A couple of officers, and some soldiers were 
present. 

Saturday 3rd. — Towards evening Bro. Shewkirk went to 
see the sick Ensign; who soon desired him again to pray 
with him. The Captain who yesterday desired Bro. Shewkirk 
to see the sick was there ; and by and by another officer, 
with one of their Chaplains came in. The conversation of 
the latter with the officers turned upon war matters; the 
sick repeated his desire to have a prayer made ; the Chaplain 
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was a raw sort of a man, and the little he spoke to the 
sick was in a rough manner ; he at last put it to Bro. 
Shewkirk to pray, who did it ; spoke yet a little to the sick ; 
and then left him. 

Monday 5th. — In the afternoon Bro. Shewkirk, coming 
thro' Stone Street, was desired by the woman of the house, 
to step in to see- a sick man, who seemed to be near his end ; 
they had wanted a minister, and could get none. The sick 
was also an Ensign of the Connecticut forces, one Mr. Evans. 
He could not speak, but was tolerably sensible. Bro. Shew- 
kirk, with freedom and emotion of heart, recommended him 
to the grace and mercy of the Saviour of the world. 

Tuesday 6th. — In the morning, Bro. Shewkirk went to see 
the afore-mentioned Mr. Evans. He seemed to be somewhat 
better, could talk, and said that he had heard and understood 
the prayer last night. After some little conversation with 
him, Bro. Shewkirk prayed, and called upon the name of the 
Lord in his behalf. It does not appear that he has that 
awakened sense of himself, which the other young man has. 
Several came in while Bro. Shewkirk was there, and also his 
Colonel, an elderly, clever man. In the afternoon Bro. Shew- 
kirk went to see the other sick man, Mr. Goodman ; he read 
to him the 53rd and 55th chapters of Isaiah, to his satisfac- 
tion, and then prayed with him. 

Wednesday 1th. — In. the forenoon Bro. Shewkirk visited 
Mr. Groodman, who seems to be on the recovery ; he read to 
him the 14th and 15th chapters of St. John ; had some 
pleasant conversation with him; and then, in a prayer, 
recommended him to our Saviour's grace and care. In the 
afternoon, Bro. Shewkirk went to see Mr. Evans, whom he 
found near his end. He prayed over him with great freedom, 
beseeching the Lord over life and death, for the sake of His 
meritorious agonies and death sufferings to receive this soul 
in mercy. An awful feeling prevailed. The people of the 
house, and a couple of soldiers were present. It appeared 
from some signs and sounds the sick gave, as if he heard the 
prayer. In the next room there was another sick young 
soldier, whe desired Bro. Shewkirk to come to him ; he went 
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to him, and spoke to him heartily, advising him what use 
to make of his present illness. 

Thursday 8th. — In the afternoon at 4 o'clock, Bro. Shew- 
kirk, having been invited to the funeral of the Ensign, Mr. 
Evans, went there in expectation of another minister's offi- 
ciating ; but there was no other minister present, and the 
directing officer desire Bro. Shewkirk to make a prayer 
at the house before they went away, and to speak a little 
in the church yard. Accordingly, after the soldiers were 
together, and the corpse was put in the street, Bro. Shewkirk, 
standing on the stoop, made a short prayer ; upon which the 
corpse was put on a bier, covered with a black cloth and 
the Regimental pall, which was borne by four officers ; and 
then in the usual military way, they proceeded to the old 
Presbyterian meeting house and its graveyard ; there Bro. 
Shewkirk made a short address to the people, and after the 
corpse was interred, he concluded with — " The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," &c. The whole was conducted with 
much order and solemnity. 

Monday 12th. — Sister Shewkirk and Hilah Waldron re- 
turned back to Second River. Sister Sabina Allen, with her 
little boy Stephen, went to Long Island. 

Tuesday 13th. — In the evening was the interment of the 
remains of Sister Jane Boelen. It was difficult to find six 
brethren to be the carriers ; for which reason the servants 
made part of them ; and Bro. Reed officiated for them on the 
way. Many people cannot be expected to attend funerals in 
these times. Those of our sisters that were yet in town 
mostly attended, and the rest were of Sister Boelen's neigh- 
bors. However, everything went orderly and to satisfaction. 
In the chapel, a discourse was kept on Isaiah, 46 4 : — " Even 
to your old age I am He," &c. Bro. Shewkirk visited Mr. 
Goodman, but found him in a distressing situation, that all 
his limbs trembled at times ; he G — thought it was deter- 
mined by God that he should die an awful death, and that 
shortly. Upon speaking to him, he grew more composed ; 
and kept Bro. Shewkirk with him as long as he could. Some 
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days after, lie was brought home to his Father, in Connecti- 
cut. 

Wednesday lith. — There was much alarm in the town, as 
it was expected that the next morning an attack would be 
made on the city by the King's troops; which, however, 
did not prove so. 

Saturday 17th. — Towards night a proclamation was pub- 
lished, in which all women, children, and infirm people 
were advised to leave the city, with all possible speed ; as a 
bombardment was expected ; those that were indigent, should 
be assisted and provided for. This caused a new fright. 
Some of the sisters yet in town came to Br. Shewkirk to 
advise with him about it. 1 

Sunday 18th. — Early in the morning the two men of war 
and their tender, that had been up the North River, came 
back ; which caused again a sharp cannonading till they were 
passed. Yesterday, a fortnight ago, they had been attacked 
by the Row-gallies and a Privateer, which were obliged to 
desist from their attempt ; having been greatly worsted 
by the men-of-war, and lost several of their men. Last 
week they attacked them with fire-ships, but could not 
obtain their end, and lost one of their captains ; they then 
sunk vessels, and thought to be sure of having stopped their 
passage ; however, they came back. It was a rainy morning, 
with a north east wind. The fright seemed to be not as 
great as it was when they went up ; and yet the balls hurt 
more houses ; some men were likewise hurt. 2 

1 On this day, "Washington was informed by a deserter, that a great many 
of the enemy's troop had gone on board the transports ; that three days' 
provisions had been cooked, and other steps taken, indicating an intention 
of leaving Staten Island. To the New York Convention he wrote : " When 
I consider that the city of New York will, in all human probability, very 
soon be the scene of a bloody conflict, I cannot but view the great numbers 
of women, children, and infirm persons remaining in it, with the most 
melancholy concern. "When the men-of-war passed up the river, the shrieks 
and cries of these poor creatures running every way with their children, 
were truly distressing, and I fear will have an unhappy effect on the ears and 
minds of our young and inexperienced soldiery." — Spark's, vol. iv. p. 49. Ed. 

2 The Rose and the Phcenix. — See Irving' s Washington, vol. ii. p. 306. Ed. 
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Phil. Syphers' experienced a kind preservation. A nine 
pounder came through the old German church in the Broad 
Way, into the house they lived in, opposite the Lutheran 
church, and into the room where they slept ; but they were 
up and out of the room. The ball come through the window, 
which it mashed to pieces, with part of the framework; 
went through the opposite wall near the head of the bed- 
stead; crossed the staircase to another room; but meeting 
with a beam in the wall, came back, and went a part through 
the side wall, and then dropt down on the stairs. A thirty- 
two pounder, supposed coming from the Powlis Hook battery, 
fell into Sister Banvards' garden, just before her door. If 
there was service kept, it was but in one church. Our 
preaching in the forenoon was on Jer. 45: 19; "I said not 
unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain," &c:, and in the 
evening from Matt. 6, 19, 20 : " Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures on earth," &c. 

August 19<A. — Sister Bowie and her daughters with some 
of their goods went to Newark. Sister Vroutje Van Vleck 
and daughters went to an house up the Bowery. Sister Lep- 
per, upon application, was to be helped to Flushing by the 
Committee ; which Bro. Shewkirk did not approve of when 
he heard of it ; and as it happened, it did not come to pass. 
Polly Sypher, with her child, went to Mr. "Watt's house. 

Tuesday 20th. — We got letters from Bethlehem. Towards 
evening Bro. Wilson came from Second River. 1 

Wednesday 2lst. — In the evening, as but one Bro. and one 
Sister came, the meeting (preparatory) for the communicants 
fell out. Soon after a very heavy thunder storm came on. 
It lasted for several hours, till after 10 o'clock; an uncommon 
lightning ; one hard clap after the other ; heavy rain mixed 
at times with a storm like a hurricane. The inhabitants can 
hardly remember such a tempest, even when it struck into 
Trinity church twenty years ago ; they say it was but one 
very hard clap, and together did not last so long by far. 
Upon the whole it was an awful scene. Three officers, viz., 

1 Supposed to be the creek near Newark, at present bearing that name. 
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one Captain, and two Lieuts., were killed in one of the 
Camps ; they were all Yorkers ; and one soldier of the New 
English People was likewise killed in a house in the square; 
several others were hurt, and the mast of one of the row 
gallies mash'd to pieces. 

Thursday 22d and .Friday 23d. — The king's troops landed 
on Long Island. The troops from here went over, one 
Battalion after the other, and many kept on coming in ; yet, 
upon the whole their number certainly was not so great as 
it commonly was made. In the evening we had the congre- 
gational meeting with the little company that was present. 
We resolved to drop the "Wednesday meeting for the present, 
and to begin that on Tuesday and Friday at 6 o'clock. 

Saturday 2Ath. — In the afternoon, Bro. Sbewkirk coming 
through the Bo wry, 1 was called into a house next to 
Komains, 2 and desired to baptize a child, which the people 
thought would not live till the next day ; they told that the 
mother was a stranger here from Eawwell 3 in the Jerseys. 
Considering the present time, when all things are in confu- 
sion, and scarcely ministers in the town, he granted their 
request ; called upon the name of the Lord in behalf of the 
infant, and baptized it by the name of William. 

Monday 26th. — A good deal of firing was heard on Long 
Island, and several skirmishes happened between the scout- 
ing parties, wherein the Provincials sustained loss. 

Tuesday 27th. — was a Fast and Prayer day in this Province; 
which had been appointed by the Convention ; but here in 
the city it was not and could not be observed. On the one 
hand, there are but few inhabitants in the town, and the 
soldiers were all busily employed ; on the other hand there 
was much alarm in the city. Soon, in the morning, an alarm 
gun was fired in expectation that the ships were coming up ; 
which however proved not so; but on Long Island there 

1 This street began at Park Place, and included Chatham Street, reach- 
ing, in its inhabited part, about as far as Chatham Square. 

2 Romeyn. 

3 Kahway. 
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was a smart engagement, in which the Americans suffered 
greatly. Two generals, Sullivan and Sterling, and many 
other officers and soldiers were taken prisoners. All the 
troops now went over ; those from King's Bridge came like- 
wise, and went over the next morning. 1 As very few of our 
people came, we kept only a little meeting in the forenoon, 
in which a short discourse was kept on Jer. 48, 17 and 18 ; 
and concluded with a moving prayer, kneeling. This [the 
result of the battle] was an agreeable disappointment for all 
honest men ; for what could such a fast signify, when men 
want to pursue measures against the "Word and Will of 
God, &c. 

Wednesday 28<A. — The different parties on Long Island 
kept on to be engaged with one another; the firing was 
plainly heard. Bro. Shewkirk met with a young man, who 
waited on Ensign Goodman, and who was come back from 
Long Island. He told him that he, and a small number of 
his regiment — Huntington's — had escaped with their lives. 
It had been a sight he should never forget ; such as he never 
wished to see again. This young man is of a serious turn, 
and religious more than common, and promises to be the 
Lord's. In the afternoon we had extraordinary heavy rains 
and thunder. From one of the Forts of the Continental 
army on Long Island, two alarm guns were fired in the 
midst of the heavy rain ; supposing that the regulars would 
attack their line somewhere between Flatbush and Brook- 
land ; all the men were ordered out though it rained pro- 
digiously ; it was found, after some time, that it was a false 
alarm. The sound of these alarm guns had just ceased, 
when, immediately after, a flash of lightning came, followed 
by a clap of thunder. It was awful. The very heavy rain, 
with intermixed thunder continued for some hours till 
towards evening. In the night the battling on Long Island 
continued, and likewise 

Thursday 29i/i ; and in the afternoon such heavy rain fell 
again as can hardly be remembered ; nevertheless the opera- 

1 See Graydon's Memoirs (Phila. edition, 1846), page 163. — Ed. 
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tions upon Long Island went on more or less ; and behold, 
in the night, the Americans thought it advisable to retreat, 
and leave Long Island to the King's troops. They found 
that they could not stand their ground, and feared to be sur- 
rounded, and their retreat cut off. The great loss they had 
sustained, the want of provision and shelter, in the extra- 
ordinary Wet ; the unfitness of many of their troops for 
war, &c. ; undoubtedly contributed to this resolution. 1 

Friday BOth. — In the morning, unexpectedly and to the 
surprise of the city, it was found that all that could come 
back was come back ; and that they had abandoned Long 
Island; when many had thought to surround the king's 
troops, and make them prisoners with little trouble. The 
language was now otherwise ; it was a surprising change, 
the merry tones on drums and fifes had ceased, and they 
were hardly heard for a couple of days. It seemed a general 
damp had spread ; and the sight of the scattered people up 
and down the streets was indeed moving. Many looked 
sickly, emaciated, cast down, &c. ; the wet clothes, tents — as 
many as they had brought away — and other things, were 
lying about before the houses and in the streets to dry ; in 
general everything seemed to be in confusion. Many, as it 
is reported for certain, went away to their respective homes. 2 
The loss in killed, wounded, and taken has certainly been 
great, and more so than it ever will be known. Several were 
drowned and lost their lives in passing a creek to save them- 
selves. The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland 
people lost the most ; the New England people, &c, it seems 
are but poor soldiers, they soon took to their heels. At 
night, the few that came or would come, had a meeting on 
the texts; and the next day we ended this troublesome 
month with the watch-word, " He that believeth shall not 
make haste." " Grant me to lean unshaken, &c." 

1 See The Battle of Long Island, by Thomas W. Field, Brooklyn, 1869. 

2 Washington wrote to Congress regarding the militia : " Great numbers 
of them have gone off, in some instances almost by whole regiments." 

(To be continued.) 



